
From the Stuart News letters to the Editor. 

Why do we need a Mary’s Shelter? Many 

people ask that question, so I will give you a 

number of reasons why we absolutely need this 

facility. 

According to statistics from the state, more 

than half the live births in Florida are to women 

who are not married, and half of those do not 

have a high school education. Their situation is 

not what they want and can usually be traced to 

a lack of confidence and a dysfunctional family 

background. They usually are working for 

minimum wages or are on welfare. We want to 

help break this welfare cycle and give these 

women, and especially their babies, a chance 

for a decent life. 

We not only provide shelter, but also offer 

many different programs to help women turn 

their lives around. We connect them with 

various agencies, where they get the care 

needed to have healthy babies. They get 

counseling to help them make a good decision 

on whether to parent the child or place it for 

adoption. They receive tutoring and a great deal 

of help in developing job skills and setting 

career goals. 

There are so many wonderful stories that have 

come from the other four Mary’s Shelters I 

have started in other states, stories about young 

girls who have come to the shelters alone, 

feeling worthless and unable to get a decent 

job, then to see them leave, happy and 

confident that they can now make a decent 

living and finish the schooling necessary to 

achieve their goals. 

These stories confirm our motto: “Saving 

Lives, Two at a Time.” 

Noel and Jan Lindsay 

Editor’s note: Noel Lindsay is president of 

Mary’s Shelter 

 

 

ONE NATION UNDER GOD 

SOME VERY GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF 

YOU WHO DEMONSTRATED ON 

MEMORIAL DAY FOR THE LAST 6 

YEARS.. IT IS REPRINTED HERE 

BECAUSE GOOD NEWS LIKE THIS 

DOESN’T GET ON THE TUBE 

(SAN FRANCISCO, CA) -- The Ninth U.S. Circuit 

Court of Appeals ruled today that he words "one 

nation under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance "do 

not violate the Establishment Clause" of the First 

Amendment to the Constitution.   

The Knights of Columbus led the campaign to add 

the words "under God" to the Pledge in the early 

1950s, and the trial court agreed to allow the 

Knights of Columbus to join the present case as 

defendants when it was originally filed in 2005. 

  

"This decision is a victory for common sense," 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said.  "It is also 

a welcome reversal of the Ninth Circuit's 2002 

decision in a similar case that was ultimately 

thrown out by the Supreme Court on technical 

grounds.  Today, the Court got it absolutely right: 

recitation of the Pledge is a patriotic exercise, not a 

religious prayer.  Best of all, the Court said that the 

words 'under God' add a 'note of importance which 

a Pledge to our Nation ought to have and which in 

our culture ceremonial references to God arouse.'  

Every reasonable person knows that, and today's 

decision is a breath of fresh air from a court system 

that has too often seemed to be almost allergic to 

public references to God.  This is a very good day 

for America," Anderson concluded.   

  

In today's ruling, the Court noted that, "Among the 

'self-evident truths' the Framers believed was the 

concept that all people are entitled to certain 

inalienable rights given to them by the 'Laws of 

Nature and Nature's God' and that the purpose of 

government should be to "secure those rights.'"  

Such beliefs provide the context in which the words 

of the Pledge must be understood, the Court said. 

  

The Knights of Columbus and several individual 

Knights and their families were defendant-

intervenors in the case, and the court's 2-1 decision 

incorporates many of the arguments presented to 

the Court by The Becket Fund for Religious 

Liberty, a public interest law firm that represented 

the Knights in the case.   

 


